New London Cou nty Historical Society 


li Blinman Street 


mast LEERARY: 


Quarterly 


FOR 
Se 


VOLUME 2 


ANNUAL MEETING HELD 
AT SHAW MANSION 


The sources of our national strength were 
described by Williams Haynes of Stonington, 
the speaker at the Society's annual meet- 
ing at the Shaw Mansion on September 21st. 
Mr. Haynes, well-known chemical historian, 
stated his belief that America will be re~ 
membered best in history for her system of 
government and her mass methods of pro- 
duction, 


The speaker traced the industrial history 
of the New London area from the time when 
the first white man sought corn from the 
Pequot Indians to save the early settlers 
from starvation to the present a Fecha 
its ultramodern products. 


Mr, Haynes! references to the manufacture 
in New London of textiles, blankets, paper 
boxes, printing presses, marine engines, 
tools, ready-made clothes and candy serve 
as fruitful suggestions for a number of 
interesting papers that might be written 
on the local history of these various 
manufactures. We are reminded of the 
paucity of organized industrial historical 
material that is available to the research~ 
er who looks to the local historical 
society for help. 


The New London area industrial exhibit, 
which was prepared for this meeting, was 
displayed to those present. This exhibit 
is described in another colum, 
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Annual reports were presented by the 
president, secretary, treasurer, and the 
chairmen of the house and grounds, the 
library and the whaling committees, Miss 
Clarke announced that a satisfactory in- 
crease in annual members during the year 
boosted the present total to more than 260, 


Refreshments followed the meeting which 
was attended by a fair sized group whose 
enthusiasm was not dampened by the rain, 
several of those present voiced the wish 
that the Mansion might be open more fre- 
quently for meetings where papers of in- 
terest would be presented, 


The directors regret that everyone cannot 
attend the evening meetings of the Society, 
Perhaps we can plan additional meetings 
during the daytime for the accommodation 
of those who would otherwise miss these 
interesting programs. 
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MISS BARTLETT PRESENTS RARE 
GIFT OF PERKINS FURNITURE 


The Society is happy and proud to announce 
the recent gift of a superb matched set of 
mahogany bedroom furniture. The donor, _ 
Miss Henrietta C, Bartlett, of Old Lyme 

and New Haven, has indicated that the line 
of ownership of this furniture, made in 

New London’ about 1812-1820 from San Domingo 
mahogany, goes back to Miss Ellen Elizabeth 
Perkins, daughter of Lucretia Shaw Wood- 
bridge and Elias Perkins. When Ellen 
married Colonel Charles Griswold in 1820 
and moved to Black Hall, Old Lyme, she took 
this furniture with her. It has remained _ 
in the family through succeeding genera- 
tions, Miss Bartlett's gift provides the 
Mansion with a rare group of matched pieces, 
beautifully preserved, and including bed-. 
stead with tester, washstand, dressing table 
and dresser. 


The set will be displayed in a room which 
will thus be graced by furnishings that. 
speak authentically of an historic period 
in the life of the family. 


Perhaps one day we may discover the name 
of the master craftsman who fashioned this 
furniture to delight the heart of a young 
bride and remain a joy forever. 


CUSTOM HOUSE TO BE CLEANED 


In our April 1953 issue we noted that one 
masterpiece of architecture in New London . 
is perhaps overlooked more because of its 
dirt than because of public apathy. We 
were referring, of course, to the Custom 
House, which is now 120 years old. 


Through the good offices of our Congressman, 
Horace Seely—Brown, and Mr. Calvin Cool, 


the deputy regional director of public 
buildings, this fine structure is to be 
steam cleaned during the present fiscal 
year. Robert Mills, student of Jefferson 
and Latrobe, and noted for the Washington 
Monument and the Federal Treasury, de- 
Signed this building, which amply repays 
a trip around and through it. 3. 


A pleasant interview with Mr. Seely~Brown, 
followed by an exchange of letters, cul- 
minated in a tour of inspection of the 
Custom House with him and Mr. Cool on 13 
October, and the decision was reached 
that day to give the building its long 
overdue shampoo treatment. 


SOCIETY HOST TO LEAGUE 
‘AT-ITS FALL MEETING 


An all day meeting of the Connecticut 
League of Historical Societies was held 
at the Shaw Mansion on Saturday, October 
16, with the New London society as host. 
Hurricane Hazel swept around us the night 
before: ‘the: meeting, and her threat caused 
many: to:'cancel their plans to attend. 
About fifty League members were present 


,at this fall:meeting. The relative small- 
ness of the group resulted in a freer 


exchange of conversation than is usually 
possible at these sessions. 


The morning's business was followed by 
talks by Miss Hazel A. Johnson, Connecti- 
cut College ‘librarian, and: Mrs. S. B. 
Butler, ‘program chairman of the New London 
County Children's Museum. Miss Johnson 
presented a history of’ the imprint pro- 
ject, begun two years ago. ‘Mrs. Butler 
described the quarters adjacent to the 
Connecticut College campus made available 
by the college for the Children's Museum. 


The afternoon speaker was Dr. Albert E, — 
Van Deusen, state historian and assistant 
professor of history at the University of 
Connecticut, The showing of a number of 
colored views of historic spots ‘through- 
out New England was preceded by a des-— 
cription of a field course in American 
colonial history which Dr. Van Deusen 
conducted last summer for a group of 
twenty teachers and students enrolled 
from all over the country under the spon- 
sorship of the University of Connecticut. 


This course, which embodied a new concent 
in history teaching, devoted one-third of 
the studjents! time to class work at 


Storrs, and two-thirds to actual travel by 
bus to various places throughout New 
England. Dr. Van Deusen reported that the 
tour was a revelation to students from the 
middle west, who had imagined Connecticut 
as a state denuded of trees, monotonously 
flat and entirely filled with housing. 


Coffee and dessert were provided by the 
reception committee which included Mrs. 
Herbert G, Huntley, Mrs. K, Barry Dench, 
Miss Marion E, Clarke and Mr. Henkle S. 
Scott. After the meeting, guests were in- 
vited to visit places of local interest, 
including Hempstead House, the Children's 
Museum and Lyman Allyn Museum. 


These meetings with our friends from other 
places in the state are too few and far 
between. The membership of the New London 
Society is reminded that these meetings 
are open to all who belong to an historical 
society in the state. Plan to attend | 

the next meeting in Hartford in February. 
You'll enjoy it. 


PLAN TO ROTATE 
RECEPTION COMMITTEE 


New faces have been noted at recent meet 
ings of the Society among those respon- 
sible for the social side of the programs. 
Our membership is rich in people who pos- 
sess the gifts of friendliness and hospi- 
tality for which the Shaw Mansion has 
always been noted. The reception com 
mittee therefore plans to rotate its host 
group in order that everyone may be given 
a share in the pleasures and responsibil-. — 
ities that go with this social office. Here 
is an ideal way to become better acquainted 
with those whose interest in the Society's 
program has drawn them into its membership. 


RAISE IN MEMBERSHIP DUES 
VOTED AT ANNUAL MEETING 


An increase in annual dues from $1.00 to 
92.50, effective September 22, 1954 was 
voted at the annual meeting. This raise 
was deemed necessary because of the cost 
of the Bulletin and additional costs of 
operation and maintenance, It is hoped 
that some of the membership money may be 
used for additional meetings with good 
programs, 


This increase in dues came too late to af- 
fect the notices of dues payable for the 
present year, which had already been mailed, 


Members who have received these notices 
are reminded that they will be honored for 
the old amount. 


A REMINDER OF THE 
-PEMBER CAULKINS PORTRAIT FUND 


Those of our membership who still think 


about giving something toward the purchase 

of Ralph Earl's masterful portrait of 
Pember Caulkins are reminded that their 
gifts are just as welcome now as ever. The 
fund total still remains a bit above the _ 
quarter mark of our $2,000 goal. We like 
to feel that our members can. manage to 
raise a goodly part of this money. If 
necessary, we will go beyond our immediate 
circle and plan a series of money raising 
events for this purpose. 


A visit to the Mansion a few days ago by . 
the curator of paintings of the Brooklyn 
Museum reminds us that the Society's 
collection of pictures is.a notable one. 
Let us do everything we can to add this 
portrait of one of New London's substan— 
tial 18th century citizens. Please ad- 
dress your contribution to the Pember 
Caulkins Portrait Fund, care of the Society. 


THE WORLD AROUND US — 


A. brightly colored announcement from the 
Lyman Allyn Museum brought us news of the 
opening of an exhibition called "Victorian 
New London and the Pequot House" on Oct. 
17. This showing of the fashions of the 
‘eighties will run through November,- The 


opening of the Pequot House in 1853 usher- 


ed in a half century of lavish entertain- 
ment that centered around this popular. 
resort, 


Much loving care has gone into the pre- 
paration of this exhibit. Many have lent 
material that has been packed away for | 
years. Without these mementos such shows 
as this would be difficult to assemble. 


The personal library of the late Albert 
Carlos Bates of Hartford, Connecticut 
historian, will be placed on public sale 
in Hartford on Saturday, November 6th. 
Five hundred items will be offered at three 
sessions in the Garde Hotel. Mr. Bates 
served as librarian of the Connecticut 
Historical Society from 1893 until his re- 
tirement in 1940. His diligent research 
into early phases of Connecticut and lew 
England history and his collector's in- 
stinct have resulted in a most important 
collection of material. 


SOCIETY EXPERIMENTS WITH 
SHOW OF INDUSTRIAL HISTORY 


By the time you receive this issue of the 
Bulletin, the Society's show of New London's 
industrial history will be dismantled. We 
can now look back on this exhibit as an ex- 
periment that has taught us much and re- 
vealed some interesting conditions that 
exist, 


There were two spurs to the development of 
this show. First was the desire to in- 
terest the manufacturers of New London and 
vicinity in placing in the Society's care 
representative displays and documentary 
material that trace the histories of their 
companies. Second was the excellent series 
of articles published in The Day that des- 
cribed the organization sige products of 
leading concerns. 


Letters were mailed to a number of eps 
concerns inviting them to lend us material 
for a show that would be a feature of our 
annual meeting and the meeting of the Con- 
necticut League in October, The response 
Was poor. 
Boat Division of General Dynamics Corp.,. 
the Charles Pfizer Company and the Dow 
Chemical Company responced generously. — 
Smaller concerns did not respond at all. 
We attribute this lack of response to a 
lack of material. Perhaps our letter will 
serve as a reminder of the need for a com 
pany history. 


Excellent material was provided on loan by 
Miss Beatrice Cuming, New London artist, 
who sent two dynamic canvases showing smoke 
stacks and machines in action. Charles _ 
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Wi ly 
Gardner loaned some fine sittinttavel flasks 
and jars from the old Fort Trumbull Glass 
Works. The Society's files of old New 
London directories were opened to show ad- 
vertising notices from a number of well 
known concerns of an earlier day. Maps 
showing the location of New London's busi- 
ness were displayed. | 


We recognize the need for a permanent col- 
lection of material. showing New London's 
industrial history. We believe that the 
day will come when such an exhibition will 
be housed under the Society's custody or 
in a municipal display, Our neighboring 
town, Clinton, is now showing the second 
industrial exhibit under the sponsorship 
of the Clinton Historical Society in its 
own quarters, The whole town is cooperat- 
ang. Se 


Here is an opportunity for volunteers to 
render pioneer service. We need your help. 


Major concerns like the klectric 


JUST A aici 


The Society's hae number is: 
| Gibson, 3-1209 
The Mansion is open daily except Sunday 
| from lL to 4 © 
Custodians in residence: 
Sidney Holmes. 


Mr. and Mrs, 


